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SYSTEM QUESTIONNAIRE

(TO BE COMPLETED FOR EACH SYSTEM)

	NAME OF SYSTEM:
	S-plus 

	

	1. Contact Details

	Name:
	Jeroen Pannekoek 

	Organisation:
	CBS

	Email Address:
	JPNK@cbs.nl

	


	2.
	SYSTEM

	2.1
	Ability of the system to utilise data in different formats or from different systems.

	
	S-plus can read data in a variety of formats including SPSS, Excel, SAS, dBase and text

	2.2
	Ability of the system to export clean data in different formats.

	
	S-plus can export data in a variety of formats including SPSS, Excel, SAS, dBase and text

	2.3
	Features of the system that make it easier/harder to use e.g. quality of help and accompanying documentation.

	
	The quality of help  and documentation is good

	2.4
	Versatility of the system in terms of handling data from different sources (i.e. types of survey/administrative data).

	
	The system can easily handle data from different sources

	2.5
	Versatility of the system in terms of handing different variable types.

	
	The system can handle categorical, continuous and string data.

	2.6
	Versatility of the system to be combined with other edit/imputation systems.

	
	The system can be set up to be combined with other edit/imputation systems



	2.7
	System features – portability, does the system only run under Windows, LINUX, UNIX & other platforms.

	
	The system runs under Windows as well as UNIX platforms.

	2.8
	Software and hardware requirements.

	
	Apart from a UNIX or Windows operating system, S-plus needs, for our applications, at least 256Mb of internal memory.

	2.9


	Availability and quality of tools to assist with setting up system and validation of output e.g. visualisation tools.

	
	There are general visualisations tools available, but to make them applicable to specific edit or imputation tasks does require some programming effort.

	2.10
	Record changes made to the data.

	
	The system be programmed to make any changes the users specifies

	2.11
	Analyse/interpret changes made to the data and their effect on outputs of interest.

	
	With S-plus you can analyse/interpret the changes and there effects on the outputs of interest with some effort.

	2.12
	Level of knowledge/skill required to operate each stage of the process.

	
	Once S-plus scripts have been written to perform the required tasks , it is easy to execute them. However, to develop these these scripts takes considerable time and effort  

	2.13
	The amount of resources i.e. minimum number of hardware/man hours required for processing 100,000 records.

	
	This depends more on the number of variables that need to be imputed than on the number of records. For 30 variables and 100,000 records, the processing time of our prototype software may be about 6 hours. However, this is only an inefficient prototype written to evaluate methods rather than software. Efficiently written software could do the job at least ten times faster.
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