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SYSTEM QUESTIONNAIRE

(TO BE COMPLETED FOR EACH SYSTEM)

	NAME OF SYSTEM:
	MatLab

	1. Contact Details

	Name:
	Dr. Philip Kokic

	Organisation:
	QANTARIS GmbH

	Email Address:
	qantaris@freenet.de

	


	2.
	SYSTEM

	2.1
	Ability of the system to utilise data in different formats or from different systems.

	
	Accepts Excel and ASCII files easily. Most other data formats can be handled by programming the system.

	2.2
	Ability of the system to export clean data in different formats.

	
	Exports Excel and ASCII files easily. Most other data formats can be handled by programming the system.

	2.3
	Features of the system that make it easier/harder to use e.g. quality of help and accompanying documentation.

	
	Help is extensive and associated documentation good. Commands are relatively low level (i.e. on a par with SAS or S-PLUS), it takes a good programmer several weeks to learn, and moderate-considerable effort, depending on complexity, to implement procedures

	2.4
	Versatility of the system in terms of handling data from different sources (i.e. types of survey/administrative data).

	
	Can be programmed to handle just about any type of data, although there may be problems with certain types of hierarchical data. Also tools are available that allow the automatic generation of C-code, and in this way it can always be integrated with just about any other system.

	2.5
	Versatility of the system in terms of handing different variable types.

	
	Can handle virtually any type of variable

	2.6
	Versatility of the system to be combined with other edit/imputation systems.

	
	If the appropriate interfaces can be built, which may potentially be a large task, it can be made to interface with other systems. MatLab has the advantage that it can be either an Active-X client or server, which makes it possible to integrate with many other Microsoft products. Also, using the automatic C-code generation feature, it is possible to export the system to other systems relatively easily.



	2.7
	System features – portability, does the system only run under Windows, LINUX, UNIX & other platforms.

	
	Version available under all the above systems. Matlab code can be transported between these systems

	2.8
	Software and hardware requirements.

	
	See www.mathworks.com for specific requirements

	2.9


	Availability and quality of tools to assist with setting up system and validation of output e.g. visualisation tools

	
	Extensive tool sets are available for various mathematical, statistical, and graphical tasks

	2.10
	Record changes made to the data.

	
	This feature must be programmed by the user.

	2.11
	Analyse/interpret changes made to the data and their effect on outputs of interest.

	
	Not applicable

	2.12
	Level of knowledge/skill required to operate each stage of the process.

	
	A high level of skill is required to operate this system

	2.13
	The amount of resources i.e. minimum number of hardware/man hours required for processing 100,000 records.

	
	Not applicable.
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